Kerala — Gods Own Country

Cochin * Thekkady * Kumarakom * Houseboat

Cochin
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Sketch ltinerary

ARRIVE COCHIN BY: DOMESTIC / INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT

COCHIN
COCHIN — THEKKADY BY: SURFACE
THEKKADY — KUMARAKOM BY: SURFACE

KUMARAKOM — HOUSEBOAT
HOUSEBOAT - COCHIN BY: SURFACE

DEPARTURE COCHIN  BY: DOMESTIC / INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT

*** END OF TOUR ***
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DETAILED ITINERARY

DAY 01 ARRIVE COCHIN BY: INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT

Today you will arrive Cochin International Airport. Following customs, immigration
formalities and baggage collection, a SITA representative will meet you as you EXIT
the ARRIVALS TERMINAL building after which you would be transferred to your
hotel.

Kochi, or more familiarly, Cochin is a city of many parts. Around for a long, long
time, Kochi played a pivotal role in the development of shipping and trade in the
region. Kochi's prime location on the west coast, its fine bay and protected harbor
made it popular with seafarers and merchant ships who made frequent stops to
stock up on spices, coffee and wood enroute to the rich markets of Europe and
West Asia. And so down the ages, Kochi prospered as a busy port city and
commercial centre. Its seafront is still extremely relevant to Cochin and to India: it
houses a Naval Base and one of India’s busiest ports. It's twin city, Ernakulam, is
an important railhead and industrial centre.

Upon arrival at the hotel, you will be
accorded with a Traditional Welcome.
Welcoming guest is an age-old tradition.
‘Atithi Devobhava' - treat your guest as if he
were God. Indian hospitality can be savored
immediately as one arrives at the hotel. The
guest's forehead is anointed with the
traditional red ‘tika’ whichisconsidered
auspicious along with garlanding. Relax with
a non-alcoholic welcome drink following
which proceed to check in at your room.

Overnight at the hotel

DAY 02 COCHIN

After buffet breakfast proceed for the
sightseeing tour of Cochin.

You will first proceed to Mattancherry and
visit the oldest Jewish Synagogue
(Closed on Saturdays & All the Jewish
holidays) in India, built in 1568; it was
destroyed by the Portuguese and rebuilt by
the Dutch a century later. You will also visit
The Dutch Palace (Closed on Fridays)-
which was built in 1555 and its coronation
hall and murals at Ramayana are noteworthy features. Continue your drive to
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Chinese fishing nets. The cantilevered fishing
nets line the entrance to the harbour mouth.
Chinese traders are believed to have originally
introduced them in the 14th century although,
today parts of the nets are known by
Portuguese names. Your next stop will be St.
Francis Church, originally named after Santo
Antonio and dedicated to him as the Patron
Saint of Portugal, St. Francis Church is the first
church to have been in the new European
influenced tradition. Originally a wooden
building was replaced by the present stone
building. Vasco De Gamma died on the site in
1524 and was originally buried in the cemetery.
14 years later his body was removed to
Portugal. The church was renamed St. Francis
in 1663.

In the evening, you will be taken to a Kathakali dance centre where you will
witness the most elaborate of the dance forms in southern India. Here you will
witness the artists readying themselves up with the make up for the final
performance. Kerala owes its transnational fame to this nearly 300 years old
classical dance form, which combines facets of ballet, opera, masque and the
pantomime. It is said to have evolved from other performing arts like Kootiyattam,
Krishnanattam and Kalarippayattu. Kathakali explicates ideas and stories from the
Indian epics and Puranas. Presented in the temple precincts after dusk falls
Kathakali is heralded by the Kelikottu or the beating of drums in accompaniment of
the Chengila (gong).

Overnight at the hotel

DAY 03 COCHIN - THEKKADY BY: SURFACE

After buffet breakfast at the hotel you
would be driven from Cochin to Thekkady,
which is also known as Periyar (180 KMS /
5 Hours).Upon arrival proceed to check in
at your hotel

In the afternoon, proceed to Periyar
National Park to view the wildlife by
boat. Situated within the confines of the
Western Ghats in the southern Indian state
of Kerala, Periyar National Park and Tiger
Reserve is one of the most captivating
wildlife parks in the world.
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The park has a picturesque lake at the heart of the sanctuary. Herds of elephant
and sambar, gaur and wild pigs and wander down to the lakeside and can be
observed from the launches that cruise the lake. Periyar also harbours the leopard,
wild dog, barking deer and mouse deer.

Return to the hotel after your boat ride.

Overnight at the hotel

DAY 04 THEKKADY — KUMARAKOM BY: SURFACE

After buffet breakfast at the hotel, you will be driven to Kumarakom (135 KMS / 04
HRS).

In the lush backwaters of Kottayam in Kerala, lies a veritable paradise, which is
called Kumarakom, or the 'Venice of the East'. Palm fringed narrow canals winding
through the vast expanse of paddy fields, and the neat tiny hamlets lined up along
either side of the canals are panoramic sights one can never forget. Kumarakom is
Kerala's heartland of lagoons, palm fringed lakes, and paddy fields, inter-linked
with hundreds of winding canals, with the typical low slung country boats that carry
everything from people to fish, rice and coconuts to the milkman and newspaper
boy, local politicians and priests to wedding parties.

Upon arrival proceed to check in at your
hotel

Remaining day is free for relaxation. Lie
in a hammock on this lakeshore, and
allow your senses to possess Yyou.
Before you is a great Vembanad Lake,
rippling under thevault of an
impossibly large sky. Sunlight sparkles
on her waters, tearing the reflection of
a passing houseboat into crystal shards.
Darter birdsgo about their fishy
business. You relax in Peace. Of course
there is peace here, but not silence.
Silence is not nature's way. And the Kumarakom Bird Sanctuary next door is full of
raucous neighbors. You sway a little, and the image changes; to a timber and tile
mansion that seems to belong to this earth, but to another time. If you left the
comfort of your hammock for a closer look, you'd see that it is authentic
reconstruction.Overnight at the hotel
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DAY 05 KUMARAKOM — HOUSEBOAT

After breakfast in the hotel, you would be driven to the Jetty to board your
Houseboat on the backwaters of Kerala.

Houseboats are also known as the

"Ketuvallam" or the Rice Boat. Ketuvallam
ride can be the most romantic ride you can
ever have with a night halt in the middle of

the lake Vembanad Lake/canal. A backwater
comprises of a unique web of rivers, lakes,
bays, lagoons and canals extending into the
villages and town of the city. Backwaters are
a central part of Kerala's Tourism Synopsis,
making an absolute cruiser through the
twisting and meandering water streams. This
backwater journey through the narrow
canals crossing exquisite villages of Kerala,

embellished with lush green paddy fields, tall coconut grooves makes it a most
spellbinding site.

Lunch, dinner and Overnight at the houseboat

DAY 06 HOUSEBOAT — COCHIN BY: SURFACE

After breakfast onboard you will check - out from the houseboat at the Alleppey
Jetty where your chauffeur and will be driven to Cochin (65 KMS / 1.30 Hours).

Upon arrival proceed to check in at your hotel following that remainder of the day is
at leisure.

Overnight at the hotel

DAY 07 DEPARTURE COCHIN BY: INTERNATIONAL FLIGHT

Today in time a SITA representative will meet you in the hotel lobby and transfer
you to International airport to board your flight for back home

**% END OF TOUR ***
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Cost Proposal

OPTION 1 # SUPERIOR CLASS CATEGORY OF HOTELS
Hotels Envisaged

| City  Hotel |/l RoomCategory | |Night
Cochin The Malabar House Deluxe Room
Thekkady Spice Village Standard Villa 01
Kumarakom | Coconut Lagoon Bungalow 01
Houseboat Deluxe Houseboat Air-conditioned Cabin 01
Cochin The Malabar House Deluxe Room 01
01 Oct'08 —
19 Dec'08
02 Paying Pax INR 52,767.00
03 — 04 Paying Pax INR 52,439.00
05 — 06 Paying Pax INR 42,148.00
07 — 09 Paying Pax INR 49,569.00

10 — 14 Paying Pax+01 T/L Free INR 51,496.00
15 — 19 Paying Pax+01 T/L Free |INR 41,615.00
20 — 24 Paying Pax+01 T/L Free INR 46,330.00

Single Room Supplement INR 25,420.00
Supplement for half board plan INR 4,633.00
Supplement for full board plan INR 8,815.00

The above are per person costs and in INR

ACCOMPANYING GUIDE SUPPLEMENT:

Supplement for accompanying English-speaking guide for the entire tour will be
US $ 331 Net Per Guide, which includes his/her Professional charges, boarding/lodging
charges (In different hotels than the clients) and transportation with clients.

The above are total costs and in US $ Dollars
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OPTION 2 # FIRST CLASS CATEGORY OF HOTELS

Hotels Envisaged
Cochin Trident Hilton Superior Room 02
Thekkady Muthoot Cardamom County Periyar Cottage(Non Ac) 01
Kumarakom | Backwater Ripples Garden View Room 01
Houseboat Deluxe Houseboat Air-conditioned Cabin 01
Cochin Trident Hilton Superior Room 01
01 Oct'08 =

02 Paying Pax INR 39,565.00

03 = 04 Paying Pax INR 39,319.00

05 = 06 Paying Pax INR 35,301.00

07 + 09 Paying Pax INR 36,408.00

10 + 14 Paying Pax+01 T/L Free INR 37,023.00
15 + 19 Paying Pax+01 T/L Free INR 34,522.00
20 * 24 Paying Pax+01 T/L Free INR 33,087.00

Single Room Supplement INR 25,420.00
Supplement for half board plan INR 7,175.00
Supplement for full board plan INR 9,635.00

The above are per person costs and in INR

ACCOMPANYING GUIDE SUPPLEMENT:

Supplement for accompanying English-speaking guide for the entire tour will be
US $ 283 Net Per Guide, which includes his/her Professional charges, boarding/lodging
charges (In different hotels than the clients) and transportation with clients.

The above are total costs and in US $ Dollars
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INnclusions & Exclusions

OUR QUOTE INCLUDES: -

06 nights accommodation on twin sharing basis at the hotels mentioned
above or similar.
Daily breakfast at all the above mentioned hotels except accommodation in
Houseboat which is on full board i.e. breakfast, lunch and dinner basis
All transfers, excursions and sightseeing tours would be provide by the air-
conditioned vehicles. The vehicles used under each pax slab will be as
follows:

- 02 Paying Pax : 01 Air-conditioned Medium Car

- 03 = 04 Paying Pax : 01 Air-conditioned Toyota Qualis / Innova

- 05 % 06 Paying Pax : 01 Air-conditioned Tempo Traveller

- 08 = 14 Paying Pax: 01 Air-conditioned Mini Coach

- 15 * 24 Paying Pax: 01 Air-conditioned Large Coach
Entrance fee at all the monuments as listed in the itinerary, road taxes,
parking fee, fuel charges, Inter state taxes, porterage at all hotels and
airports.
Services of an English- speaking guide would be provided at Cochin during
sightseeing tour.
01 Kathakali dance performance in a local theater in Cochin
01 Boat ride in Lake Periyar to view wild life
SITA representative for assistance during arrival and departure transfer at
Cochin.
All currently applicable taxes.

THE ABOVE COST DOES NOT INCLUDE: -

Expense of personal naturelike tipping, laundry, telephone/fax calls,
alcoholic & non-alcoholic beverages, camera/video camera fee at
monuments, medical expenses, airport departure tax etc.

Meals other than those specified above

Any Insurance

Any other services not mentioned above

SPECIAL NOTES

Hotel Check In / Check Out time: 1200 NOON, except for Houseboat where
the standard check-in time is 1400 hours and check-out time is 0900 hours.
Houseboat sails during daytime only and anchors whole night at the
jetty. The air-conditioners work in night only.
Prices are subject to change with any increase in the cost.
In case on any currency fluctuations or amendment in local Government
taxes, or any fuel hike, we reserve the right to adjust the tour price
accordingly.
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